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Category A
A1: Catchment development
projects

The programme was created with funding from Arcadia, a charitable
fund of Lisbet Rausing and Peter Baldwin.

Preparing weir removals on the Vascão & Odeleite rivers to
enhance habitats for endangered, migratory fish

Coordinating organisation: Associação Natureza de Portugal (ANP) in association
with WWF
Country: Portugal
Grant type: Catchment development
Potential barrier removals: 14
Expected number of kilometres restored: 93
Project highlights: This project aims to scale up the operations realised in the
European Open Rivers Programme project 'Galaxes Weir' by aiming to remove
two additional barriers in the same Odeleite River, and 12 weirs on the Vascão
River – the two rivers that together host the only surviving populations in Portugal
of the most endangered, non-migratory freshwater fish species, the Spanish
minnowcarp. The removal of these barriers can restore 93 km of free-flowing
river and significantly improve the habitat for the Spanish minnowcarp, European
eel and support other native species of conservation concern, including the
Iberian lynx and the otter.
This project will include research visits to the barriers, identifying their owners,
conducting a feasibility study on removing the barriers, meeting with the local
community and the Municipality, securing the necessary authorisations, and
contracting a construction company to prepare demolition and river design plans.
Amount awarded: € 12,230

Freeing 1/3rd of the Sousa River to boost endangered, migratory
fish species of economic interest

Coordinating organisation: ANP | WWF
Country: Portugal
Grant type: Catchment development
Potential barrier removals: 13
Expected number of kilometres restored: 21
Project highlights: This project aims to pave the way for the removal of 13 weirs
on the Sousa River, with the potential of restoring 21 km of river, amounting to
one-third of the river’s length. These barriers have been prioritised for removal to
protect endangered migratory fish species of economic value. All necessary
preparations will be made to remove the barrier closest to the sea, which is
expected to lead to the removal of the other 12 barriers.
Activities consist of field visits, meetings with the Municipality and local
community, conducting feasibility studies on removing the barriers, obtaining
pertinent authorisations, and contracting a construction company to prepare
demolition and river design plans.
Amount awarded: € 12,230

Breaking mental barriers – convincing local nature authorities to
authorise barrier removals in the River Sabor

Coordinating organisation: ANP | WWF
Country: Portugal
Grant type: Catchment development
Potential barrier removals: 2
Expected number of kilometres restored: 7
Project highlights: This project aims to resume the preparation for the removal of
the Prado Novo Weir, and kickstart the removal of a second weir in the same
Sabor River. The project is expected to benefit ongoing dam removal projects
such as the ‘Galaxes and Perofilho’, and the dam removal campaign that will be
launched and co-funded by ANP | WWF.
This project will resume and reinforce communication and advocacy work with the
owner to obtain the authorisation and initiate meetings with the Municipality of
França, confirm the information on the second barrier's owner, conduct a study of
the feasibility of removing both barriers, map others, require the authorisations
needed to remove the two weirs and contract a construction company to prepare
demolition and river design plans.
Amount awarded: € 12,875

Creating dam removal movement in Romania by increasing the
ecological connectivity in Danube Gorges

Coordinating organisation: WWF Romania
Country: Romania
Grant type: Catchment development
Potential barrier removals: 4
Expected number of kilometres restored: 138
Project highlights: In 2021, WWF managed to identify the realistic potential for
improving river connectivity in Romania. According to preliminary results based
on data from the Romanian Water Administration, there are 439 obstacles in one
priority catchment (Banat/South-Western Carpathians) – with 19% being up to
2m high and obsolete. Another 423 barriers in the same catchment are included
in the data set managed by the Forestry District Authority – out of which, 2.6%
have been declared obsolete.
To kickstart dam removals in Romania, this project aims to short-list barriers for
removal from the South-Western Carpathian catchment and Maramure while
demonstrating the ecological and socio-economic benefits that will be generated
by freeing up rivers. The project will also cover preparatory actions for effective
dam removal.
Amount awarded: € 89,000

Category A
A2: Preparatory projects

The programme was created with funding from Arcadia, a charitable
fund of Lisbet Rausing and Peter Baldwin.

Feasibility study for Urrutiénéa dam removal

Coordinating organisation: FEDERATION DE PECHE 64
Country: France
Grant type: Preparatory work
Potential barrier removals: 1
Expected number of kilometres restored: 10
Project highlights: The Urrutiénéa Dam is located on the main course of the Nivelle
River in Ainhoa. It is currently impassable for all species and greatly disrupts
sediment transfer. The restoration of ecological continuity on this river constitutes
a priority in the objective documentation of the Natura 2000 site of the Nivelle.
Downstream of the structure is the last population of freshwater pearl mussels
from the French Pyrenean Piedmont, Atlantic salmon, sea trout, and eel. These
species are present right up to the foot of the structure, with the exception of eel
in very low densities. Removing this barrier will make it possible for salmon and
sea trout to access the best breeding areas upstream.
Preparatory works include a topographical survey of the site and the longitudinal
profile of the river in the area affected by the works; detailing the impacts during
the works, and the measures that need to be taken to limit these impacts;
executing an initial assessment of the fish populations in the area to be restored;
and measuring the hydromorphological impact of the removal of the dam.
Amount awarded: € 16,750

Paving the way for the removal of 8 dams in Plitvice Lakes
National Park

Coordinating organisation: WWF Adria
Country: Croatia
Grant type: Preparatory work
Potential barrier removals: 8
Expected number of kilometres restored: 5
Project highlights: This project will ensure that all the conditions are in place for
the removal of eight dams along the Bijela Rijeka River in the Plitvice Lakes
National Park. As these will be the first dam removals in Croatia, critical data will
be collected to help develop a dam removal design that meets the highest
environmental standards required for activities in this World Heritage Site.
Additional studies will be undertaken along the Bijela Rijeka River, including
geodetic surveys, hydrological analysis, ichthyological prospecting and sediment
analysis. The results will contribute to the design of the removals.
The project will facilitate engagement with the local community, relevant
ministries, and the water management authority. By ensuring the transparent
inclusion of all stakeholders, this project can serve as an example of good
practice, encouraging other communities and local governments to join the dam
removal movement and look for other dam removal opportunities.
Amount awarded: € 50,551

Preliminary phase to define the work for the removal of the
Moulin Bas Weir

Coordinating organisation: European Rivers Network
Country: France
Grant type: Preparatory work
Potential future dam removals: 1
Expected number of kilometres restored: 15
Project highlights: The Moulin Bas Weir is the first barrier encountered on the
Souvigne River since its confluence with the Dordogne River. The Souvigne is
home to populations of migratory fish, in particular large salmonids like the
Atlantic salmon. A 2018 study showed that 8,4% of the spawning grounds in the
entire Dordogne watershed were located on the Souvigne. Therefore, there is
considerable interest to remove this weir as it will restore ecological continuity
and allow a greater number of large salmonids to reproduce in the Souvigne.
This project will conduct a hydrological study of the upstream watershed,
measure water surface profiles and flows, determine the current functioning of
the barrier, measure the topography, analyse its effects on hydromorphology,
and draft a technical solution for the removal and budget estimation.
Amount awarded: € 15,960

Dam removal and restoration of the Aschach River
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Coordinating organisation: WWF Austria
Country: Austria
Grant type: Preparatory work
Potential barrier removals: 4
Expected number of kilometres restored: 29
Project highlights: River Aschach is a tributary of the Danube with a catchment
area of 360 km². It is part of a Natura 2000 site and hosts a rich fish diversity. In
the lower section of the Aschach, four barriers block the river and degrade its
ecological status. In a pre-feasibility study conducted in 2021, WWF investigated
the status of the obstacles, and general removal feasibility and consulted
stakeholders. Removal of these obstacles could restore a stretch of about 30km.
Endangered species such as Balkan spined loach, river mussel and Whitethroated dipper would benefit from dam removal.
Prior to removing the dam this project aims to clarify ownership issues and
conduct a technical feasibility study. The River Aschach has a huge restoration
potential and could become an important model for dam removal in Austria – and
across Europe.
Amount awarded: € 55,000

Removal of the Pont de Rhodes Weir to restore continuity on the
Ressègue River

Coordinating organisation: European Rivers Network
Country: France
Grant type: Preparatory work
Potential barrier removals: 1
Expected number of kilometres restored: 17
Project highlights: The site hosts rare and protected freshwater species such as
otter, brown trout and the critically endangered freshwater pearl mussel. The site
is classified as a Natura 2000 area because of the richness of its biodiversity.
The project aims to preserve these endangered species by restoring their habitats
and river continuity. This weir currently impacts the movement and reproduction
of the local species and sediment transit. Its removal will enable the restoration of
sediment and biological continuity over a significant linear of the river. The
restoration of natural sedimentary continuity is essential to restoring the habitats
of mussels and the spawning areas for trout.
The project includes conducting a preliminary study, developing a dam removal
plan, and drafting the file to request legal authorisation for removal.
Amount awarded: € 13,200

Feasibility studies for Gas House Weir removal

Coordinating organisation: The Mersey Rivers Trust
Country: England
Grant type: Preparatory work
Potential barrier removals: 1
Expected number of kilometres restored: 10
Project highlights: This project will carry out a feasibility study to remove a small,
200-year-old weir on the River Duckow in Shropshire, UK. Removal of this weir
will open the Duckow up to fish migration, and improve river flow, morphology and
native biodiversity upstream of the weir.
Removal of this dam will restore river flow and biodiversity, thus supporting local
angling and fish populations. For over 2 km upstream of the weir, impacts of this
structure can be seen in sediment buildup, limited water movement and uniform
water depth, which is very different to the open, gravel-bottomed river
downstream of this dam. Removal of this dam hopes to remediate the lack of
fluvial variety and biodiversity.
Amount awarded: € 12,525

Category A
A3: Dam removal projects

The programe was created with funding from Arcadia, a charitable fund
of Lisbet Rausing and Peter Baldwin.

Ahetze Dam Removal

Coordinating organisation: FEDERATION DE PECHE 64
Country: France
River: Zirikolatzeko Erreka
Grant type: Dam removal
Dam height: 0.5 metres
Kilometres of river restored: 3
Project highlights: The Zirikolatzeko Erreka is a left-bank tributary of the Uhabia, a
small coastal river. The Ahetze Dam is the first barrier upstream from the mouth
of the river, and the next obstacle encountered is located more than 3 km
upstream (partially passable culvert). Due to the proximity of the ocean, this small
barrier presents challenges for migrating fish. The highest stakes are here for the
European eel, sea lamprey, and brown trout. Its removal will allow the fish to pass
all year round, whatever the hydrological conditions.
Amount awarded: € 2,050

Scotton Weir Removal

Coordinating organisation: The Wild Trout Trust
Country: England
Grant type: Dam removal
Dam height: 4 metres
Kilometres of river restored: 18
Project highlights: Removal of the barrier will increase local biotic diversity and
will be the first large weir and most impactful removal in the Nidd system, and is
thus an important catalytic case study. It is one of two weirs severely impeding
fish passage on the mid to lower Nidd.
Scotton Weir has been identified on the Environment Agency (EA) priority list for
fish passage. The EA will modify the only major weir downstream of Scotton for
fish passage in 2022/23. Together, these projects will impact wider-scale
reconnection of rivers and benefit fish, plant, mammal, bird and macroinvertebrate communities.
Amount awarded: €75,935

Removal of four barriers on the upstream Tardoire to restore
ecological continuity

Coordinating organisation: European Rivers Network
Country: France
Grant type: Dam removal
Dam heights: Ranging from 0.35 metres to 1.4 metres
Kilometres of river restored: 24
Project highlights: Ecological continuity will be fully restored on the four sites,
which will contribute to improving aquatic habitats and water quality, restoring
the hydromorphology and 24 km of river. The project will benefit many fish
species, amphibians, insects, and bivalves.
The removal of these barriers will improve the ecological status of this river and a
tributary will also be reconnected with the Tardoire. The works will also benefit
the local economy as the public contracts will be allocated to local companies for
studies, works and archaeological excavations. At the social and political level, this
large scale project will show the importance of restoring the ecological continuity
and good ecological status and will contribute to raising awareness among
decision-makers and the public, both locally and beyond.
Amount awarded: € 335,340
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